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NEW ZEALAND has beendescrlbed

as the most secular state in the world.

Evidence of this secularism lies in

such recent events; as theintroduc-c c c
;tion;of;Sunday;~cing and Sundar

;shopp;ing,c~nd in; the latest census; " c
returns, which show a large increase

in those declaring "no religious affili-
; .; , ;
;atlon .; ;

; Mor~;broidly; the current reship-c c

ingof;New Zealanders' values seems

to many to disregard Christian va\-

ues foundational for NeW Zealand
c

society. ;
But is this impression of radical

secularism correct? One way of as-

sessing this is to compare New Zea-
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cond~uedftom prroioUspage
~

l~ders'..religi?us behaviour and atti-
c. c. c.

(udestqWirdsc.religion with those of
c. c.c. c. C.C.c.

people inother countrieswi,thashared

cheritage.c.~wo such countries are

Gr~tc.~ !itai nand the,..Uriit

c.c.Wea:ree~abled to explore this is-
,.. C.c. c.
sue'by:tneans of the 19911nterna-,.. c. c.
tionaLSocial Survey Programme

c.(I SSc.P},directed in New Zealand by

c.theDep:irtment. o(Marketing at

c.MasseyUniversicy .The ISSP involves

18 countries in an anmlal survey of a

topic of social interest, using the same

,..questiorinairein each country. In

1991thetopic'was religion.c.,.. c. C.C.c. c.
c.,..', c. 'c. 'c. , , 'c.
,~~'Zea1and and Great Britain
',c. ,.. , c. ' , , ,

~QJ",§RRPRISINGL y"given"th

ernment in New Zealand, religious
beliefs in New Zealand and Great
Britain are ve!.y similar {see Table).

Beliefin heaven, hel!, and religious
miracles are.equal!ypl:evalent in the
~ocountrles,though both confi-
dent beli ef iii God an d a perso n
religious tl;lrning-point in life are more
.common in New Zealand than in

Great Britain.
The practice ofprayer is also simi-

tar in the tWo countries, with nearly
t\Vo-thirds of respondents in both
countries praying at least once a year,
and just over a quarter praying at
feast once a week.

In. contrast to these broadly com-
parable results are widely divergent
attitudes towards daily prayers in state

,
While 43% of New Zealanders

favour prayers in schools, this falls far
shortofthe72% who favour them in
Britain: Does this contrast reflect a
marked difference in perceptions
about the r~le of religion iQ the tWo
co uri tr ies,6r does it mere I y; reElect
respondents' owQexperience of
schooling in their respective coun-
tries?

This result, together with the latest
census returns (which show that many
'nominal' Christians in New Zea-
land are now becoming ready to de-
cl:lre 'no religious :lllegiance') sug-
gests that the secular spirit of New
Ze:lland socierycompared to Great
Britain may lie 1ess in the relative
prevalence ofbeiiefthanin a height-
ened perception of belief and non-; , ;

cbelief is,o tioris betWeenwhichindi~ccc jccc'.,cP;cc" cccCcc";c"cc"cc;"c;cc'ccCc



haviour, and how far with reflective,

creative life in persooatrelationship

to God and to other human beings?

And how far can these be separated?

bears closely upon what is properly

meant by a 'secular' society.

An Arnerican visitor recently re-"
" k c c c"

mar ed that his home country was

far more 'secular' than New Zealand!

By implIcation, perhaps" New zea-

land's secularism is not so much spir-

itual impoverishment as social con-

formiry to popular secularist doc-

trines and codes ofbehaviour.

Conclusion

BY CONVENTIONAL criteria, re-

ligiosity in New Zealand is broadly

comparable with that in Great Brit-

airi, but sIgnificantly lower than in

the United States. However,unre-"ccc cc" c Cc Cc c " c c CC

Britain are comparable, those in the

United Stares show some s~riking
divergencies. In fact, on all measures
of religiosity, the United States scores
more highly than New Zealand.

Thus, compared to a New zea-
lander, an American is rather more
likely to believe in heaven, hell or
religious miracles, ahdisrivice as
likely to have confident beliefin God

or to pray at least weekly.
The biggest contrast betWeen the

United States and New Zealand is
found in attitudes to the Bible. Belief
that the Bible is the literal word of
God is three times as common in the
U nited States: a belief held by one

third of the population.
This is important because it bears

closely upon on what it means to
'believe in God'. How far does belief
properly equate with conforming to

fispeci leddoctrinesilhdcodes of be-
c c
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viatials mU$tmakeapersorialChoice.

Another contfast1ies iricfe~pond-
erits' appraisalof the power of
chur5~ esJh e vi~~t~atthe ch ur ches
hId cC c c h .cC c c c l .c O '-t60muc cpowerisa mosttWice

ascommon in Great Britain (28%) as

incN~Zealandc(15%). Perhaps this

ref1 e~t$t~~~ta ~li~h edcs tatU
.CCh c c hc~

f E'.Ccccl c d c h . h h .Cc b . h c
; urc o "ng ari ,w lc as IS -

CC cC c c Cccc c c.C
opssittingi~§eRpperCh~m of

.
Confidenceclnthe churches IS

c \.c\ c\ \ c\ \\\\

\slightlygreateriricN ew Zeal~d than

\iri Great Britain. This isindramatic

contrasttoleveisof corifidence inc c c
parliament\ and government depart-

\ ments:in theseNew Zealandersplace
\ c c \C

onlyhalftheconfidence oftheir Brit-
c \ c

ishcoW1terparts;\ c \\\c\
c\ \\

cC\\\\\c\\\;c\\\ c ccc

att erns\ iriNew\Zealana\ andG teat
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!so ye lSSues!surroun t e notlOnO ..' .c ! c
'! 1 Great Britain and the United States ! !secu ansm.c'"!! ", ", ' c
!",'c ' " '!"','c,!c " ! , ,

!N ew Zealanders maybe more secu-," " ," "" , "
" " "" "" " " " , " ", New d

Belief or Behaviour s
"","c "," ',"""" , ",", " """ "

Confident belief in God'C""""",,""" " ',""
Made new religious commitment

',schob1s);Irideed'..we' have ,suggested B l' '
n h, h " , , 1 d o ;;1 °bolo e leve leaven

!t"e"appa~~nt ypara OXlCalpOSSl } lcy, .."'C ,",'c "" '""' , " Bellevelnhell'iLc'", h' ch'!"' l ' " ° , c " , A~ .,
,ulat!! 19 ",re 19loSlty ,among,rI.lllen- ! ;"i!,""":"".",,!,,,.c, !,!", , " ,'c , ' , Believe In religious miracles
."~,~ay~otpr~c1udestrongsecu1ar- 0' ,"
iisffii",'!!i!,'!"!' i!"'!,! i "i ' Believe Bible IS literal word of God
.",," "'",,!;;,!i!!'! i,! ".',i' !,,!, c
:,',;?oiwhi1eiliere'!is',goo reason to Support daily prayers in state schools

;dC;Scrib~New'iZealilnda5!,a!secula "How often do you pray?" "', " , ' "!!stilte,,'it,W&Uld,seem premature (at ° At least once a week

At least once a year (cumulative)c'",""" ,'""" c', " , cc , ..
'to,'describeit.a5 the most secular state Describe self as religious !"' , " ," , , c
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